
Immigration is not a positive social phenomenon 

According to Wikipedia, immigration is the international movement of people to a destination 

country of which they are not natives or where they do not possess citizenship in order to settle as 

permanent residents or naturalized citizens. Yet there can still be found many people who reject 

the right of movement and disagree with the culture of foreign people. People are afraid of losing 

their sacred land. But what is the engine of their unfriendliness? Why could somebody refuse to 

accept perhaps a person in many ways very similar to them, because of their cultural manners that 

could differ? Who has the right, then? 

 

I believe one of the most legitimate aspects are the historical ones. For example, inhabitants of the 

British Isles were different over time. Celts were the first, not native inhabitants we know. But 700 

years later, Romans and their culture came. Naturally, Celts were not thrilled about their arrival. 

They fought against each other. Eventually, Romans left, but Germanic tribes came soon after 

them. That time, Celts were pushed west and became today's Wales. These Germanic tribes - 

Angles, Saxons, and Jutons formed today's England. Unfortunately, Vikings started invading them 

in the 9th century. At least, they weren't that successful, but they left significant influence there. 

Everyone who has ever gone there did it for living a better life, and also brought something from 

their own culture, that has formed Britain as we know it today. And the nation before them had 

been afraid as usual. 

 

That is not the thing just in Britain. It's everywhere just like that. The main idea is a nation or a 

group of people connected with the same cultural manners, roots, and the same blood is afraid of 

the other ones with the cultural manners that differ. How and which way both nations are dealing 

with that kind of change, varies. 

 

The United States of America is a dissimilar, yet another historical example of change. Native 

Americans, or wrongly named Indians, had already been inhabiting those areas when suddenly 

Europe discovered them. Over the years, that place became the fairytale for hungry, poor living 

Europeans. Today, the country's nationality origin is mixed, containing mostly nations from 

Europe. And what about Native Americans? They have been pushed, killed, enslaved, oppressed, 

put in reservations, and almost extinct. Nowadays, the USA is filled with people of various ethnic 

origin, such as Whites from Europe, Afro-Americans from Africa, some Asians, native Americans, 

and Hispanic people. The Hispanic groups are normally Spanish-speaking people from central or 

south America. Their population in the US is increasing remarkably due to poverty or political 

reasons in their home countries. So, they try to join this sweet fairytale too. Unluckily, they may 

be deported back because most of them are there illegally. The conditions for becoming a US 

citizen are quite complicated. It's like new people are not welcomed anymore.  

 



Somehow it is suddenly hard to let the others inside. Some die-hard Americans want to have their 

land on their own because they are afraid of a change. They cannot imagine neighboring somebody 

else because of their skin color and it's hard for them to accept their needs and the poor conditions 

(not just) Hispanic people experienced at home despite they themselves have forgotten their origin, 

their roots. Has it somehow something to do with the character of the nation? Exactly. 

 

We can clearly remember the immigration crisis in Europe in 2015. The civil war in Syria, which 

started in 2011, obviously affected ordinary Syrians too, which led to this crisis. And their 

destination was Germany in the first place, but Sweden too. Angela Merkel, Germany's chancellor, 

let the immigrants live in Germany freely, with help. Sweden has always been considered a liberal 

and progressive country and it was even friendlier. Ruling political parties still remained in power 

in both countries. However, in Slovakia or Hungary, leaders of the ruling parties applied anti-

immigration politics, and they remained in power too. The immigration crisis in Europe caused 

another side effect, the rise of nationalists, or far-right political parties, caused by the fear of the 

nationalist Europeans. 

 

To conclude, one of the sources of fear is the fear of being replaced by somebody else. We can 

understand that the work, life, and culture every individual has left behind is non-negligible. And 

a couple of them are making the society as we know it. And this feeling, what makes us patriotic, 

ignorant, and sometimes naive, might be stronger than solidarity or basic humanity. It can make 

us reject people in need. 
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